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chat continual Struggle which 


Ln in all Ages been ſuppor- 
ted by your Illuſtrious Society, againſt 


I knew not Whete ſo properly to dedi- 
cate them on their Publication, as to 


thoſe for whoſe lake they were written: 
taking occaſion at the ſame time, to 
A 2 _- 


a full and exact Relation of 


Moſt Wiſe and Excellent Set 


| g oC» SY 
DF; 


#3 
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DEDICATION. 
congratulate You on the flouriſhing State 
of your Opinions, to which even Prieſts | | 
themſelves, through the Love of Fame 
or of Truth, are come over: For what 
other Ends could induce the pious and 
Learned T--l, Nn, B-w--n, to 
fotſake all hopes of Preferment, and 
openly declare againſt the Religion of 
their Fathers and their Country? What 
tho' there may remain, or rather ſeem 
to remain, ſome little Differences among 
them, concerning a Miracle or Hg Tree ? 
yet as long as they all join zealouſly in 
the good old Cauſe, of aſſerting Liberty, 
and expoſing the Clergy. they ought 
each to preſerve a juſt Share of A 
plauſe, as ne hag ever _ of ne in 
the Breaſt Ge LR 074 
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er * as furiouſly againſt Pre- 
faces and Introductions, as 
EY our Modern Patriots do againſt 
Bribery and Corruption 5 yet as I take all 
Books to be a kind of Viſits from the Au- 
thor, to his Readers, methmks it is not 
amiſs, if wwe make our Honours at comi 
into the Room. In purſuance of which 
Maxim, and in order to beſpeak your Fa- 
vour, Courteous Gentlemen, do ye = 
: 


re RAD R. 
thus ſcrape ye a Bow, and then to the Bu- 
(nes. © wn | Ways 
1 . impoſſuble but ye muſt have heard 
of. Parſon Bowman, and his celebrated 
Sermon. That Prodigy of Prieſts, whoſe 
' Modeſty, and Lowe of Truth, excited him 
to expoſe the whole Order: Upon which \, 
Account he it efteemed a moſt excellent 
Perſon ' by Polite People, is likely to be 
choſen Chaplain - to the pious Seft of 
Free-Thinkers; and to be remembered, 
as the Society drops off, with twenty 
Pounds, and a florid Paragraph in their 
Wills, 70 convince the World, both of bis © 
and their Zeal for Infidelity. Tho not to con- 
ceal Truth, there are fome godly Folk, who 
enquire ſeriouſly, if he does not hide a (un. 
ple of Cloven Feet under his Gown, take 
the Thing, he calls his Sermon for a_Libel, 
both on Scripture and Clergy, and are 
attually in ſome Doubt, whether he be only * 
the Forerunner of Antichriſt, or the Man 
of Sin himſelf. But it bas deſervedly re- 
der d him famous, and thereby anſwered © 
the Doctors End; it has even. enobled the 
e 15 Place 


To the READER ii 
Place he dwells in; and Dewsberry frall 
be recorded for its Vicar, unto thi World 's. = 
End. Nay, it has done pet more, it 7M 
has revived Parſon Betty's fatgottin Ser- 
mon in Praiſe of the 8 and raiſed. 
that zealous Divine from his Grave, to 
„ diſpute. with our Publor on the Merit Y 
. their reſpettive Declamations, which fland. 
| like a pair of Chandlers Scales, | ane as much 
above the Horizon of N 4. T other 
below'it,\+ © 
Now let dah will be in 4 einls Ns 
5. math me, it has made all rbe Tbu¹u⁵ům 
ring with Controverſy and contributed 
much to the Benefit of thoſe worthy. Mem- 
bers of the Republick of Letters, the Sta- 
tioners and. Buobſoller; of London, and 
Weſtminſter. But having carefully ob- 
ſer vel, hat both-Parſons, to be their 
| Learning, have begun with ranfacking the 
1 moſt dift af ant Nations, . and appealing to the 
moſt early. Ages, for the Confirmation of _ 
their Opinions; that Prieſts have been fetch d. 
out of the Eaſt-Indies by one, and Dru- 
ids and Culdees raked out of their Graves 


after 


iy I0o the RE AD E R. 
after more than a Thouſand ' Years ReſÞ by 
Pother ; I thought it might be of prodigious 


Service, eſpeciall ly to ſuch Beaus-as would. 
ſrew their Parts upon this Subjeft, to give 


them a Succinft Hiſtory of the Free-Think<' 
ers Struggles with Prieſthood, through 


out all Ages; including all that can be 


aid on that popular Topic, the contempt 


o the Clergy ; by expoſing the Frauds of 
their Order, from Dan to Berſheba: S0 


that binding up my Book, with the Inde- 
pendent :Whigg, they may make it the 


fame Complement, as the Parſon did "my_ 


Lord Lord of L- nd n; (cho, as ſome Thi, 


4 Nr af * Eper, vis Bible.) 
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Non more TI, buy beter of Pelf-full;”- 
This Vogl. Book d Po me” a Shelf jar 


Aud on iti Wel venture 70 "argue, 


inſtance, or apply, with the N Black- 


ore of them al bara 
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To the READER #% 

. ſuppoſe. there needs no great Aſſeve. 
ration, that I am very deſirous my Work. 
| ſhould take, and that the true Deſign of this 
Epiſtle is to gain your Approbation. After 
what. I have ſaid, I think I can urge no- 
thing ſtronger than Gratitude. Dou muſt 
conſider Gentlemen, the Pains I have talen, 
the Nights 1 have broken my Reſt, in turn 
ing'.over crabbed Latin; and the Days I 
have ſpent in poring over fale. fac d Greek, 
Nay, 1 but one Reader, 
= under ſtands the Language, he wil 


perceive that 1 have dec — Hebrew, 355 


and have conſequently had the trouble f 
reading backwards and forwards in all the 
learned Tongues, (tho', TI muf 0WUn, I had a 
ſmail private View. in it of ſucceeding the 
late Mr. C---Il---ns) in order to abuſe the 
G-. H all this will not move you, 
let me intreat you to reflect on the hazard 
I run from the L--w--n' Sls, in the 
Upper Houſe: Tf they ſhould ever tale it 
into their Heads to vindicate their Order, 
| what a ſad State foall we be in then! 
ad ¹ F know Mr. B--wm-- n Preface 
1 | 


might 


vi Io the RE ADE R. 
might become a Prophecy, and the neglecting 
Horace Rule, | 


— Seſcernere, ſacra profanis. 


Coſt one a Wh hipping at the Cart's A--ſe. 
Having thus told you the Merits I de- 
pend on for your Favour, let me next take 
notice of ſome little Slips, you muſt excuſe. 
In the firſt place, I muſt entreat your Par- 
don, for my now and then talking ſomewhat 
gravely; Homer himſelf you know nodded 
alittle, eſpecially in his Odyſſes; tua a 
þ ſmall twang of Madneſs kept up the Spirit 
of Lucretius, and his Tranſlator ; but as 
for T--nd, Tind--l, G--rd--n, C -I˙l--ns, 
| and Alg--], they have as well as I ſlept 
for whole Pages. Nay, I have heard our 
Reverend Brother B--wm--n's- Sermons 
were ſo much inclined to that Stile, which 
is properly called the Soporifick, that his 
Hearers often took a Nap by Sympathy; 
inſomuch that one Reaſon for the Choice 
| his late famous Subject, was to try i 
65 once he . not 2 them 1 d 
I have been as cautious as ] could for 
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To the READER wi 
my Life, to quote nothing without Tran 
tion; but if 1. could recommend it to free- 
_ thinking $ tudents, to get the Origmals by 
heart, ſo as in all Coffee-houſe Diſputes to 
apply them partly, I ſhould thmk I had done 
mighty Service to the Cauſe : For Joice I per- 
cerve-how much Learning decline 
our SetF, I ſhould be very well plea ed, that 
ſomething bike it ſhould be kept up, and our 
Enemies not hawe it in their Power of re- 
proaching us, with the quant of what rai- 
fed our Predeceſſors, viz. a Smattering of 
Languages, and talking loudly at leaſt of 
Knowledge, tho perhaps they were not too = 
deeply verſed in it. For, as has been obſer- 
ved by one of our Ad verſariei, a Spice of 
Learning ſets up a Free Thmker ; and a large 
Share on t breaks him again. 17 
There ic one more Caution to be afford- 
ed you, and I have done. Du will pen 
cetve ſome Irregularity i in the manner | 
this Work ; ſometimes J ſpeak my ſelf, at 
other times I introduce the Sentiments of other 
Perſons, and anon I have recourſe to Quo- 
tation: Jon will perhaps expect I ſhould 
, affig u 4 Reaſon for this: why truly, I have 


/ A 2 many, 
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viii To the READER. 2 

| many, but think fit to him only at ons, 
__ wiz. Mr. Os -n fo have a oak 
broaching-'B —— my, as appears by hir 
49 Eſſays on the Re ſurrettion, &c. 1 
= _ it might be conſtrued into” an ft 
| bis Province, if one ſhould: Trof: 
155 that ur Way, ral his am bs ehr. 


Stamarhr 
* dd, a een 1 2 you heartily 

welcome; to 4 Fee=T himker's — Baan * 
y ow of Roaſted Parſons. Sabin 
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: ( LEROUGH, knee ourienjoy; 
| ing both Spiritpal and 0 oe 
| erh, from the happy 
ee the; late gloxious! or 
WH $9 DIN. Imanx Freatiſes 
hos been; written to expoſe the W 
of. the Prieftbood, and many WG 
view to recommend the Principles 0 


' KF Thinking; Let I know ngt bew it (ee 
but I have met with no body: who hath unt 
Idertaken to gige us, any Regular Hiſtory of 
the: Diſputes between, the tw, contending 
Parties, viz. the Abettors of Prieftcraft, 
and the Partizuns of Human Nenſon. Tho 
as the Sequel of this JYork ſhall Probe, it 


Was 


r 
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wason their Pripciptts, that theft Difſrerſces 


have been occafioned, which haue divided 
the World,” and raiſed." tboſe Diſtin&tja) 


which ſeveral Sects have contended for, with 


ſo much Heat and Vehemence to this Day. 
Free-Thinking, tho perhaps a new Name, 


has been however in the World ever lince it 


began; and à learned Brother Author on 


our _ would certainly have ſucceeded 
better, if inſtead of Chriſtianity, he had 
aſſerted, Five-Thinki ts th. have been as old 
as the Creation. Sure I am, that I can 

roduce an Inſtance very near it. Did not 


by Eve think freely,” when on the Perſuaſion 


of the Serpent ſhe eat the Apple? I agree 
indeed it had been better, if ſhe had let it 
alone; but it was the Effect of Free-T hink- 
ing, tho“ a Miſtake; and) as ſuch the Exxor 
was puniſhed: But her uſing her Reaſon 
freely, tho the fatal Cauſe of it, is not, as 
I find, cenſured. Thus then Eve, who was 


Jitterally (according to tHe'Moſaick Hiſtory). 
the Mother all Flos, was in reſpect 
of Opinion alſo, h Mot hen "of Free- 


Thinking. Having thus given you the 


7 


Original of our Sect, 1 intended you alſo a 


Definition of their Faith, and a ſhort Sy- 


ſtem of their Doctrines, and ſo to have pro- 
ceeded to an Aceount of Prieftcraft : But 
A late famous Book bearing this Title. The fre- 
Thinkers acknowledge Moſes as an Hiſtorian, and urge whatever 
they find in his Works in their Favour,” tt Ox 
EW, 888. finding 
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finding that ſome Retroſpection would be 
neceſſary, with reſpect to Religion in gene- 
ral, I mention d my Thoughts to a Friend 
who had long ſtudied theſe Points, and de- 
fired his Opinion. He gave it me in wri- 
ting as follows: And tho' as you may per- 
ceive, he has a ſtrong Tincture of the Er- 
ror of Education, yet as there is ſome- 
thing curious in his manner of Deduction, 
I dare ſay it will not diſpleaſe. 
RELIGION, or Worſhiping the ſu- 
© pream Power, is ſo natural a Conſequence 
* of believing one, and that again, is ſo 
* ſtrictly united with our Reaſon, that we 
* ſee no Nation ſo rude, no People ſo bar- 
* barous, who have not received them both, 
and in, ſome manner owned a Divinity, 
and payed Adoration. When the Know- 
*. ledge of the true God decayed, thro! 
the Corruption and Ignorance of Man- 
* kind, many new and ridiculous Notions 
* were ſtarted, and prevailed, For firſt, 
Mien obſerving the regular Courſe and 
Motion of the heavenly Orbs, and con- 
_ © fidering the apparent Influence they have 
on ſublunary Bodies, from . thence con- 


* an excellent Nature, or elſe that they 


* were guided and directed by ſuch Beings. 
* Hence they took theſe for Gods, and fell 
to worſhiping them: And as the Occaſion 
'* of this ſort of Idolatry was general, 


** through- 
| | 


* jectur'd, that either they were Beings of 


bl . LE 83 
1 * thro bout the- Globe, ſo-was - 
1 cc tice of it likewiſe. Princes, F the Pre: 
1 * vaſt Empires, ſuch as Nimrod, | were 
1 3 firſt revered by ng Succeſſons, and in 
Il proceſs of. time adored by their $ub- | 
4 ects. 1 Families raiſed to. themſelyes | 
. particular 'Gods from the moſt worthy 
& of their Anceſtors ; and FEAR alſo he ed 
* in the Creation of Divivities, when Var, 
2 © Diſeaſes, and ſuch like, found Admit- 
© tance, into the Catalogue of e 
"WF * Powers. Worſhip of this kind, natural- 
| *M ly introduced Priefibood and as Im- 
3 * preſſions of Religion, conſequently made 
1 Men tractable, and obedient ; Policy came 
to have a large Share in Eccleli aſtical In- 
Ktiryrions;; and Revelations grew an or- 
inary Preface to the eſtabliſhing of Laws. 
In fine, what is uſually obſeryed' of the 
Princes in the moſt antient Times, that they 
united both Crown and Mitre, is a ſtrong 
Proof of their making this uſe of Reli- 
* Lion, as being ſenſible, how ſoon Peo- 
© ple ſubmit to WOW: 1 is commanded by In- 
_—_ 4 ſpiration, and how hardly they ole 
I * Veld Obedience to the ſame Things, 
| © enjoyned only by the Civil Power. | bl 
Numa by pretending Conferences with the 


N 


wh go. 8 R ot «a ci aac Ou” a. A. ff .o 


* Quened us 2 Deity under the Name of Belus. + Vid. 
Weemſe E St Faur Degenerate Sons, p. 165. and Grotimus de 


Wa. thy $ Uſual in all Writings in fayour of the Clergy. | 
ie. Nymph 


kla. and raced 
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© Nytaph Ægyria, found a way to infro- 
1 Ae Religion, Ceremonies, ow 4 Prieft- 
« bod amongſt the Romans'; and by their 
cc oo reduced them from 'a boiſerou?; 
tumultuous Nation, to live under the 
. Reſtraint ef Laws ant! a/Regard for fe 
8 good of their Society Leer had 
2 recourſe t6: the Ame Merhad, and tho 
=” 8 in yr, ym both theſe Inſtances 1 m_ 
* to Purpoſes, - yet the ſame: Menn 
0 have oſten been practiſed to Bad. Fot 
: Example, When f Mabamet \indiiced 
; © the 4rabs, by ſham Pretences of Com 
- * munication with "God and bis An ls, 
4 to receive a ꝙ Motley Worſhip full of Ab- 
* Larditics, and fitted only for ſecular Pur- 
** poſes, ſuch as advancing his Power, arid 
1 giving a lawleſs and unbounded Swing to 
> his Pleaſures, with wybich having once 
by infatu cell the Minds of the Per He 
<« ra even in his life time, the Arabian 
« Dominion (by the Miſſion ef the Sor 
„Which he n Was the Seal of His 
&« . Commiſſion from Heacen) thro a 12 1 
« derable Tract of the (Eaſt, Which bas 
ever ſince continued to encreaſe, tho' it 


be now more peaceable in its Spirit; than 


&- at its Inſſitution. Such being the Origi- 
by * nal of theſe pretended Revelations, what 
* could be expected from the Prieſthoods 


momma? 5 


+, # Vid. V-Max. f Vid. Df. Bude Life of that Tie 
poſtor. ; 1 An Account of the Mahomeran Faith, &9#..\'-- 


SN C > * that 


| 5 (6) 
| 5 that were eſtabliſned for their Propa- 
© gation, but Tricks and Artifices of the 
10 6 _ fame ſort-! Religion in thoſe Days was not 
ll! 8 as it is now, made the Tool of the State, 
1 from the baſe Inclinations of its profellors, 
„but was really ſo in itſelf, inſtituteu for 
VE chat Purpoſe, and continued alſo as an Ex- 
| © gine for that Ebd. The Romans thers: 
1 5 fore, were careful to preſerve ſuch 
“ ticular Branches of the Prieſthood, is 
3 were moſt proper to affect the Temper of 
*.the People; and produce ſuch Effects as 
15 « they delired, in — hands of Patricians, 
10 * who took their Meaſures from the SE 
1 & nate, and were often of great uſe to tliè 
1 * State, by help of that Veneration, which 
| *. from; their." 8 their manner of 
5 Living, their being eſteemed capable of 
4, Knowingſthe Wil « Heayen; Mod. by their 
1 | % Arts of Divination, they had gained a- 
| | . mongſt the. Vulgar. And that the repu- 
e ted. Orathers o Greecey were of a like 
5 4 Stamp, we may gueſs from tlie Sarcaſin | 
pon them; that th Pbiliatd, i. e. were 
0 4000 in their - Yoinatqons, l/ Mace- 
© gonian Golds Tho Proceedings of this 
| kind, ſer off with /o/emn Rates, and às it 
= '- were gilded by 6 publick Snttifices, Pro 
iſ | *, cefſions,! ad Games, as in Greece and 


* A (A i 


** vid, Bowinigy's $ —— Ader 5, wed College ef — 
12 Vid. . Lætus ag. eget * W * $ Vid. 


* 28001 * ; * Rome, 
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©. Rome, might impoſe on vulgar Under- 
< ſtandings; who always place the Eſſence 
F of Devotion in Ceremonies; yet the De- 
* luſion would never paſs upon Minds of 
* a more elevated reach of Thought; who 
*. by conſidering the Nature of the Deity, 
from the glorious Fabrick of his Works ; 
© thedaily Inſtances both of his Power, Wiſ- 
ͤdom and Providence, muſt neceſſarily fill 
E * their Breaſts with higher and more eleva- 
- 4 ted Ideas; and diſcover the inconſiſtency of 
paying ſuch abſurd Adorations to an om- 
** niſcient Being. What then muſt they do, 
* in a World generally affected with Super- 
* ſtition? they were bound, either to 
comply with the Religion of their Coun- 


. 

WF ©. try, concealing their own Sentiments, or 
ö J at leaſt expreſſing them very obſcurely, 
das moſt of the Philoſophers did; it being 
e both the wiſeſt and the ſafeſt way: Or 


they muſt have had recourſe to Reaſon, 
and Argument, in. Defence of their Opi- 

e nions, which in popular States, is often 
dangerous as well as in Kingdoms, Reli- 

* gion being ſo neceſſary, and conſequently 

© fo ſacred to the State, that the leaſt At- 

*- tempt was conſidered, not only as a Crime 

* againſt Heaven, but alſo as a kind of Trea= , 
* fon. » Such an unſeaſonable Oppoſition to 

* Yulgar Divinity, proved fatal to So- 
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* "Diogenes, L dee and many t fl TEC | 
299087 C 2 * Crates, 


have become 
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& crates, and a bare Suſpicion that Ari. 


. Holle was not Orthodox, as to the recei- 
© ved Notions in Athens, occaſioned a Per- 


„ ſccution againſt him, which obliged thar 


4 great Man to fly, and aſterwards, as ſome 
Authors fay, broke his Heart. I know 


© + a late Writer much admired by his owt 


% - Party, would very feign rank — 
* and ſome other wiſe Men both of Greece 
* and Rome, under a new Set called Free- 
* „ Thinkers; but as far as I have been able 
- to underſtand the Tenets of that Sea, 
* (which ſeem, as the Principles of Religi- 


A 
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their Origine may be referred to another 
= Cauſe, which to ſpeak freely; I take to 
© be this. Some of the Pagan Myſteries 


< were ſo monſtrous, others ſo ridiculous, 
and the 'Bebaviour of the Priefts in er 


' neral- fo ſcandalous; that Men of 

natural Underſtandings, faw thro' all cher 
Pretences at a Glance, and immediately 
perceived the Marks of human Policy in 
the Confirujon of theſe Revelations, Ind 
© of human Frailii in the carrying of them 
on; but above all the Exceſs of human 


| 2 « Folly, which had ſo rivetted the Behef 


-'of them in Fulgar Breafts, that if Oc- 
caſion had required it, poſſibly they might 
artyrs. In ſuch Circum- 


* Rapin's Com iſon . le. « 
me, e n 


* ſtances, 


-. on often are, Secrets unto the Profeſſors) 


(9) 
© ſtances, * theſe more intelligent Perſotis 
« threw off this incongruous load of matiey 
« - Divinittes ; they laugh'd (as well they 
ht) at the Rapes of Jupiter, the 
« Is ulteries of Perks, and the Thefts of 
* * Mercury; they could not away either 
« with the filly, the cruel, or the lewd 
„ Myſteries, inſtituted to the Honour of 
© theſe pretended Deities : But having got 
thus far, here they ſtopp'd ; and priding 
_ © themſelves in having overcome /algar 
« Errors, either totally neglected any 
« Search, into what, from the Works of 
17 „ Nature, might be diſcovered of their Al- 
4 mighty Author, or elſe f elevated with 
preſumptuous Opinions of their own 
2 Wiſdom, pretended to aſſign new Cau- 
« ſex, which were as weak, as trifling, and 
@ as far below the Dignity of Reaſon, as 
thoſe, in whoſe ſtead they were to ſuc- 
85 < ceed; ; moſtly mingled, < where they were 
at liberty to vent them, with the ſharpelt 
6 « Raillery againſt the Devotion paid to the 
" „ Gops, and the moſt ſtinging Rr x c- 
* T1o0Ns on all RELIGION: themfelves 
* leading Lives ſuitable to their Principles ; 
* ſug ſling that if there were Gods, they 
ide inf ſome Seventh Heaven or other, 
« totally free from all Care, leaving the 2 


* Diogenes, Democrieu's, Epienrns. + Dotwoeeiohs and Epi- 
” cures, W n the due of the Uaiveils from i . 
SV Lacretins and Lucian. 
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niverſe to the Guidance of Chance and ſe- 
cond Cauſes, where the Corruption of one 
thing, was the Generation of another, and 
where the Baſis of all Wiſdom lay in uſing 
the preſent Time; ſince. Futurity was un- 
certain, and their much admired Apothegm, 
Let uslive to Day, for to morroꝛv due die, 


ſpeaks at once the Wit, the Sentiments, 


and the Morals of theſe Followers 0 
* Fpicurus, or rather of Lucretius his Sy- 


ſtem, - Theſe Sir, are the ' indiſputable 


7 Parents, of you modern Free-T hinkers t, 
as the laſt mentioned Authors Works, 


contitue a ſort of Bible amongſt ye to this 
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* 


contracted againſt a Set of falſe Teachers, 


* Day. And hence it comes to paſs, that ye 


ſtill preſerve a ſort of hereditary Hatred 


C , ! | | 
to. Prieſts, even under a real and moſt. ex- 


cellent Revelation, which your Anceſtors 


a ſort of Forgers of holy Lies, whoſe 


Care it was to ſupport, becauſe them- 


ſelves were ſupported, by PDelaſſon. I 
with I could add to render ye inexcuſable, 


that all pious Frauds, all Arts of Superſti- 


tion, all Endeavours to graſp at World- 
ly Things, by ſeeming to defpiſe them, 
were baniſned from amongſt thoſe who 
profeſs themſelves Believers of the Gpel, 


or. that finally Prieftcraft, were a Thing 


* Vid. Lucretins, the Poem: Anacreon, and ſome even 
of the Odes of Hor. + The ever memorable Fable of the 
BEIs. The Oracles of Reaſon, Gee. 
. i 


* < utterly, 
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« utterly unknown to a Chriſtian, or even 
to a Proteſtant Prieſthood. But alas! 
* Theſe are Wiſhes formed in vain, nor 
* the=Apotttes are gone, and Miracles cea- 
* ſed, Religion depends on the ordinary 
D * Prorettion of Providence, and the Lives 
© and Actions, as well as the Mords and 
*. Dotirines, of a Clergy, muſt eithe . 
& or ſupport, it. We live in an Age, 
© Events. Juſtify; not [Cauſes ; and —_ 
„ the Merits of the Profe ors, are thought 
*..the beſt Arguments for or againſt a Pro- 
* feſſi on.“ > MilIBe 16 — — 
So much at, preſent for the Opinion of an 
Enemy, Which in Caſes where he admits 
our Reaſonings, is is the ſtrongeſt. \Propf of 
their being, jut. but fearing; my: Readers 
might beitited with his Gravity; and Care 
of Qotations, I have; omitted ſome, and 
” I ſhall make uſe of. thevreſt- of his Letter, 


„ 
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U on a proper Occaſion. In the mean time, 
5 give me leave to proceed-in ſhewi the 
5 Danger of carrying Religious Di iſputes 
8 2⁰⁰ Bigb, Which I may ſafely. re to all | 
7 the W orld, is the continual fal F of the 
5 Ch. TH 2:1 $935 Nord 9 UT ein 
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THEN one oonſiders the Bled thu 
| has been ſpilt, the Kingdoms that 
8 been ruined, 2 the Multitudes which 
have been deftroyed in religious Quatrels, 
what an Opinion can one entertain of that 
Principle, from whence all theſe dreadful 
Evils have operfloww'd ? when we are read- | 
ing the Suman Sacrifices that were offered 
by the Heathens, when we peruſe the 
Slaughter of the Benjamites, by their Bre- 
thren about the Concubine of a Levite, or 
reflect upon the Stories of the Tiga 

en and the furious Perſecutions againiſt He- 
retioks, amongſt - the een, How rea- 
dily way we exclaim? | 


Tantum Reigio paruir ſuadere alarms," 


Such mighty Ills ! Religion could perſuade! | 
When warp'd by Men, and ſank into a Trade. 


And yet if we examine the Principles either 
of the Laws of Nature, the Revelation 
| Sen by Moſer, or its Accompliſhment from 
the 


* 
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the Miniſtry of Jesus, and we ſhall find 


nothing in theſe Laws, which tend to the 


Deſtruction, but on the contrary, to the 
eſtabliſhing of Peace, Quiet, and Hope a+ 
mongſt Mankind, and propagating whatever 
may conduce towards rendering the Courſe 


of Life innocent, or eaſy. | 
WurrrHex then muſt we now refer for 
the Cauſe of thoſe Evils, which Reading and 


Experience ſhew, to have flowed at leaſt 


with the Current of Religion ? Surely to 


- the Prieſts; who throughout all Ages have 


had Revenues aſſigned them, that they might 
the better attend the Service to which they 
were appointed, and who have as conſtantly 
employ 


as the Magi in Perſia * ; or elſe bargaining 


for a Share with ſome Party in the State, 
to the Aſſiſtance of which they have pro- 
ſtituted the Dignity of their Profeſhon ; 
and as far as it was in their Power, the 
Honour of Heaven; as may be eaſily ſhewn 


from both Latin and Greek Hiſtorians, and 
appears too generally in the Stories of re- 


moter Nations, whenever with any Fullneſs 


and Certainty they come to be known. 


2 Who ſet up one of themſehves on the Death of K. Cambyſs. 


d thoſe Revenues, and whatever Re- 
verence their Character or their Arts could 
procure them, in meddling and gaining Au- 
thority in ſecular Affairs; either hoiſting 
themſelves into the Poſſeſſion of all Power, 


1 


Tu End for which Religion, and 
conſequently Prieſts, have been eſtabliſhed 
in every Nation, was undoubtedly to poliſh 
the Minds of the People; and by the Awe WM 
of the divine Being, however worſhip'd, 
to keep them from indulging their Paſſions, | 
to the Ruin of Society; and to induce them. | | 
to ſhewing certain Marks of Fear and O- 's 
bedience, towards the Deity ; from whom 
natural Reaſon muſt teach them, hey re- 
ceived Att. Now inſtead of promoting theſe 
Views ſo ſalutary to Mankind, and conſe- 
quently ſo honourable to their own Order, 
„ which had they purſued them, they muſt 
We certainly have been every where eſteemed 
| publick Benefactors; they have on the con- 
trary, continually employed themſelves in 
inventing ridiculous Fables, to raiſe their 
own Authority, by impoſing on the Vulgar; 
placed the whole of Religion, in coſtly, of- 
ten in inhuman Sacrifices, rich Ornaments, 
pompous Proceſſions, and unintelligible My- 
ſteries; leaving the main Buſineſs as to teach- 
ing, both of Faith and Morals, to other 
Hands, ſuch as the Philoſophers, or the 
meaner Perſons of their own Order, not yet 
initiatd into the deeper Secrets, and interior 
Maxims of Prieſtly Policy. 


1 


* 2 — * — 
— —— — — — " 2 

— — - - — ay & * 1 

—ñ— — : TR. — ͤ—-—„— . ab 
— — = 
* « rt, wa 2 
— 66 ——_— me 
—ꝓ— — —— — — — — 2 — — — . P * 2 = 
$ V 0 
* 
* 


— Drmyy ww 


. — 2 
— „% oor va * 
= — . 
— 2 — — 
£ — ——— — — — 
- 


— IR 
— ̃ — 


. 


WHozvexr pleaſes to peruſe the begin- 
ning of * Monſieur Barbeyrac's celebrated 


* This Piece has been Tranſlated and Publiſhed fingly, in a 
Prefaco 


Twelye· Penny Pamphlet. 
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Preface to Puffendorf, will find this pro- 
ved in a much fuller manner, than the Com- 
paſs J have propoſed in this Work will give 
me leave: 'Tho' I fancy what follows in the 
remaining Chapters, will ſhew that this is 
neither a groundleſs; nor malicious Charge; 
tho' it might be in ſome danger of paſſing 
. for the. latter, if we reflect on the hard 
uſage, all who have thought freely, have 
conſtantly met with from the hands of the 
Prieſts, For my part, notwithſtanding what 
has been ſaid by my Correſpondent before ci- 
| ted, and others, I cannot helpplacing * Socra- 
tes in the Calendar of Free-chinking Martyrs ; 
and Cicero, Pliny, and many other great 
Mien amongſt the Antients, in the Number 
of the Confeſſors of the ſame Order; nay, 
even Cato himſelf, for his ſaying, he i- 
dered when two Augurs met, how they 
could refrain from laughing, may be rank'd, 
in my Opinion, amongſt that glorious Few, 
who have aſſerted the Cauſe of Truth and 
Liberty, againſt a prevailing Spirit of en- 
thuſiaſticx Error. 
Trar my Readers may have a clear 
View of the Behaviour of theſe ſacred 
Bigots, I have contentedly taken the trou- 
ble of turning over a very numerous Band 
of Authors t, from whom J have in as ſhort 
and eaſy a manner as I could, extracted 


* Vid. Mr. C--ll--z#s famous Account of Free-Thinking, 
+ Vid. Archeologie Attice, and its Supplement; with the other 
Authors mentioned hereafter. 8 ks. 
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the principal Branches of Heathen, Fewiſh, 
and Chriſtian Prieſtcraft ; beginning with 
thoſe more known Climates of Greece and 
Rome, paſling thro' the leſs apprehended 


Religions of the Eaſt, and ending with thoſe 
it beſt becomes us to be acquainted with, 


the Behaviour of the Cl--gy of our own 
Country. | | 


"CHAP. U. 


1 Shall begin my Survey with Greece, or 


rather with Athens; for in remarking; 
what Follies and Superſtitions have been 
introduced by the Management of thoſe 


who wait upon the Altar, it ſeems highly 
reaſonable, to allow the firſt Rank to a 


People, otherwiſe famous both for Gene- 


roſity and Virtue, and alſo for readineſs of 


Wit, and ſolid Underſtanding, If theſe: 


then could be made the Dupes of Prieſts; 
if ſuch a Nation, who. with regard to the 
Body of the People, were equally addicted 


to Thinking and Speaking with Accuracy. 
on all Subjects: I ſay, if ſuch could be drawn 


to entertain monſtrous, and ridiculous Opi- 


nions of the Divine Power; if they fell into 
ſilly, mean, and irrational Methods of Ado- 


ration 
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ration ; if ſuperſtitious fooliſh Notions, by 
the help of Prieſteraft, were inculcated in- 
to ſuch a People; how readily may we 
forgive, what we ſtill ſee practiſed thro 
the World ? which tho often as ſenſeleſs, 
is yet propagated with greater Authority. 
When we turn our Eyes towards their 
religious Opinions and Practices, we ſhall 
be ſcarce able to ſuppoſe them the ſame Peo- 
ple, who both in Arts and Arms, in Wiſ- 
dom, and in Proweſs, have left behind them 
Marks, to which future Ages glory to have 
reached; and are ſolicitous y. to be 
thought to have attained the ſame Height, 
without having Vanity enough to hope an 
Excelling. Yet their Prieſts perſuaded theſe; 
"twas their Duty to worſhip the Sun, and 
even to put to Death thoſe who refuſed ©; but 
there was ſome Colour perhaps for this, 
where no brighter Revelation of the Divi- 
nity was known, than what flowed from 
his Preſence. But what can be ſaid for Dei- 
fying f Bread, or for building Temples; 
and paying Adoration to the Paſſions 2 
Nay, Ef imenides outdid this, and erected 
in Athens an Altar to Impudente ; which 
ſome perhaps would have thought, a Power 
of more modern Apotheoſis : Neceſſity, and 
the Fatal Siſters alſo, Tales which hard- 
ly deſerve the Attention of a froward Child, 


* Vid. Plutarch in his Life of Pericles. ' 
+ So Clemens Alexandrinus interprets Ceres. 


to 
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to whom his Nurſe tells Stories to be quiet, 
paſſed, by the Mediation of the Prieſt, for 
ſound Divinity upon them, as did the Theo- 
zony or Deſcendants of their Gods, whom 
omer perhaps did not exceed in his Reckon- 
ing, when he called them three thouſand; 
and not contented with ſo round a Number, 
they induced them to ſet up an Altar, even 
to the Unknown God; and brought their 
Minds at laſt to ſo wretched a pitch of Su- 
perſtition, that they were ready to embrace 
the Doctrine of any God they heard of: 
So that when Paul * preached to them 
Feſus and the Reſurrettion, they took this 
Reſurrection for a Deity. In their wor- 
ſhiping they were as conſiſtent ; for having 
ſacrificed part of the Victim, they eat the 
reſt, giving a full looſe to their Inclinations, 
and like Clowns at Chriſtmas, ſtuffed, 
drank, roared and rattled with great De- 
votion. Their Oracles or Divine Reſponſes 
are a ſtale Theme, often examined and de- 
tected, not only by later Enemies, but alſo 
by the Greeks themſelves, + when Things 
were recent, and would have been juſtified, 
if the Prieſts had either had Truth on their 
fide, or Art enough to have baffled the Ac- 
cuſation. But to give one Inſtance from 
many, of the deſtructive Conſequences of 
their pious Frauds, to the States in which 


220 - 
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* Acts xvii. 18. Pore. $ 
1 By Demoſthenes, when he faid they Phillipized. 


they 
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they prevailed, I will juſt mention the Pro- 
ſecution of Alcibiades, whoſe Misfortunes, 
tho' they ended in Death, were not greater 
with reſpe& to himſelf, than fatal to his . 
Country. | 

He was a young Nobleman of Athens, 
of great Hopes and great Abilities, both 


for the Cabinet and the Camp: The A- 
thenians having determined to invade Si- 


cily, made choice of him (joined in Com- 
miſſion with two other more antient, and 


experienced Officers) for one of their Gene- 


rals in this Expedition. A great Faction 


= were his Enemies, and deſirous to prevent 
his going; but the place he held in the Peo- 
ple's Favour, render d all their Endeavours 
vain; the ſuperſtitious Humour of the lower 


ſort of the Athenians, was all the Reſource 
they had. Alcibiades therefore they pro- 
cured to be accuſed of having mocked cer - 
tain ſecret Myſteries, and prophaned the 
Rites of the Goddeſs Ceres, and Proſerpina. 
That this might make the greater Eclat, 
the Statues of Mercury, which were placed 
throughout the Lanes and Streets of Athens, 
were defaced in one Night's ſpace, and this 
Impiety alſo laid to the charge of the Ge- 
neral. The Plot took, the People were 
exceedingly inflamed : Alcibiades was very 
earneſt to juſtify himſelf, and deſired there- 


* Platarch, in the Life of Alribiades. © 


fore 


CO Ty 
fore a ſpeedy Trial ; his Enemies e 
it, and pretending the Exigence of Publick 
Affairs, would needs have him fail with 
the Forces under his Command, and leave 
this Proſecution to be determined when he 
came home. This being approved by the 
Publick, Alcibiades was forced to comply; 
Which was what the Faction aimed at: for 
being gone to Siciſy, they took all imagin- 
able Pains to inflame the Minds of the 
People, as to this pretended Prophanation 
and Sacriledge. Numbers (as in ſuch Caſes 
often happens) were apprehended, and tho' 
the W produced to Jt 2 were 
ilty of ap t Perjury, in affirming 
Bs "Grp he” Pates of thoſe who broke 
the Statues, by Moon-light, when all the 
City knew the Night was dark: yet ſo flam- 
ing was their Zeal, that the Blood of many 
was ſhed before it could be quenched ; and 
Alcibiadet, like all popular Favourites, be- 
ing leſs regarded now he was out of ſight, 
the Charge was urged home againſt him, 
and his deriding the ſacred Myſteries not 
only ſwelled into Blaſphemy againſt Hea- 
ven, but alfo into a Conſpiracy againſt the 
"State, Theſe ſpecious Pretences had ſuch 
an Effect on the Spirits of the ſuperſtitious 
Athenians, that they immediately ſent a a 

Galley to bring him home, in order to abide 

their Sentence; but he retiring: from them 
into other Parts of Greece, they condemned 
0 | : | him 
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him unheard to loſs of Life, and forfeitite' 


of Eftate and Goods. Upon the News of 
which, Aicibiades ſaid to one of his Friends, 
© 'Tho' they have condemned me to Death, 
*© yet they ſhall find that I am alive“. And 
entering immediately into the Meaſures of 
their Enemies, ' fought from thence forward 


for nothing but Revenge: Which tho! it 


can never be juſtified, yet the 4rhenians, 


as if 'they intended to furniſh him with the 


fulleſt Excuſe, added to what they had al- 
ready done againſt him, by commanding 
their Prieſts and Prieſteſſes to curſe him with 
publick and bitter Execrations: which the 
pious Herd did accordingly, excepting only 
one Nun, who ſeem'd alone to have a juſt 
Notion of Religion, and the Duty of Sa- 
cred Orders; by anſwering, That her 
Function obliged her to Bleſs, not to Curſe, 


and therefore abſolutely refuſed it. 


Wx have now ſeen how far Religion, 
ſubſervient to Faction, could carry things. 
Let us purſue this Tract a' little farther, 
and obſerve the Conſequence : Alcibiades 
vrought ſo many Evils in return of his Ba- 
niſhment; that the Athenians were every 
where overthrown, and their Nobles laying 
hold of this Opportunity, to ſeize the Go- 
vernment into their own Hands, even the 
| * The Reſemblance between the Behaviour of this Faction, 


and ſome of later Date, may perhaps tempt ſome to think it 2 
Parallel; but it they turn to Plurarch, they will be convinced. + 
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ſeeing the extream Neceſſity, to which his 
Country was reduced, relented, and joining 
their Fleet, did many great Actions in her 
Service, inſomueh a A mm at * 4 
came again in a proſperous Condition. Up- 
on which the giddy headed People, elevated 
with his Succeſs, repealed the Proceedings 
againſt Alcibiades; and their Prieſts at com- 
mand, to ſhew how free they can make with 


Heaven, take off their ſolemn Imprecations, 
and throw their written Prayers againſt him, 
into the Sea. But here alſo was another ſin- 


cular Diſſenter, and as the Nun thought it 


1ncongruous with her Profeſſion, to Curſe; 


ſo the Chief Prieft or * Biſhop, on this oc- 


Mob influenced by an Accident which hap- 
pen d to one of his Commanders, again con- 
demned him: on which followed in a few 
Years the total Ruin of their Affairs, and 
even the Reduction of Athens, under the 


in it that Form of Government, ſince fa- 
mous by the Name of the Thirty Tyrants. 
Binos the Effects of Superſtition and 
Prieficraft ! which too often occaſion ſuch 
*I would not have the Word B 


ht an unvyarrant- 


ſhop t 
able Tranflation, ſince others have 2 it before me. 
| | | | great 


City itſelf became in Danger. Alcibiades 


caſion believed it inconſiſtent with his Office 
to Ahſoles him. However the old Leaven 
quickly fermented again, and as ſoon as Alci- 
 biades was departed with his Fleet, the 


Power of the Lacedemonians, who ſet up 


6230 
groat Revolutions; which indeed fearceever 
happen, but where the Cl--gyprom 
either i in the Shape of Actors or of Tools. But 
we have dwelt 5 
rtece, to ſhew that there is no Nation, 
however learned or polite, but muſt be in 
danger, if cheir Subjects grow. Superſtitious, 
4nd Hove _ rn Eng.” wrought 


"HE Virtües of the ces * 


were ſo many, and 'fo well known, 


Gar it were -a ſyperfluous Labour, inn 
Work like this, te dwell at all in relating 
them: However, even from the Inſtitution 
of her State, Priefitraft had a much larger 
Share in the Direction of their Affairs, than 
one would imagine from the manner in 
which their Government is uſually repre- 


ſented. Romulus their Founder was him- 


ſelf an Augur, and like moſt of the antient 
Inſtitutors of Governments, 


foretell the Decrees of Fate, an Artifiercof 
* Plutarch's Life of Romulys, Livy, and other Authors, * 


WE. , 


gte them, 
enough an the Affairs of 


* 


himfelf 
upon the People, for one h eaſily could 


EZ ſingular 


(124) 
ſingular Uſe; alin building up, or in pulling 
—— a State. Yet how much his Royal 
Skill in Fortune · telling availed him, is evi- 

ident from his Death, or rather his Depar- 
ture; for having aſſumed an abſolute Power 

to himſelf, in prejudice 40. the Patricians or 

Nobles, they, vhen he enter d the Council- 
Room, ſeized him, and aſter ſlaying him, 
carried away part of his Body under each f 
their long Robes, and prevented thereby the 

Poſſbilit) (at leaſt) of an immediate Diſco- 

ery. However, the People 1 murmuring at 
hs extracniinery. an, Accident” as the L. oſs of 

their Prince, had recourſe directly to Mi- 

racles and Prieſtcraft for producing one 

Proclus, he ſwore, that Romulus appeared 
to him in a Dream, and told him, that 

being now ea God, it would be expedient 

For his Subjetts to worſhip him under the 
Name of : Ojrinus. Nama and his Inſti- 
tutions, have been already mentioned, and 
it: would be both tedious and ſuperfluous, to 
dwell longer on particular Points of their 
ſuperſtitious Follies; it is fitter that ve ob- 
ſerye in general, how the Colleges of Au- 

gut and f Nantiſs were poſſeſſed of Immur 

nities, which ſpeak the true Spirit of Prieſt- 
rte The Alt, had an indelible Cha- 
racter, of which no Crime however flagrant | 
could deprive them; the, latter were inde- 


Alex. Gen, dier. J. f. c. 19. 
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pendent of the State, and unagoountable for 
their Titanen even to the Senate. The 
Augurs allo, on, pretence of ſome Defect in 
e Ceremonics or. thro: want of ag auſpir 
Kigus;, Token;of their Creation 'often took 
upon them to declare yoid, the,Blebtion even 
ofithe higheſt daes, Mbieh-is- 0 1 
known. to every pge who has gend the Ra- 
man Hiſtory, z that Inſtanggs are needlefl. 
955 to, the Morals. of. their Prieſtsʒ n we find 
ca Ce 720 1280 As, it. has: the' fame 


ſame Cau 73 the old Eaglib-laying, 
55 4. Fraſt ſon au Abbot, and ig ge 


Authority for our. modern P. ſons having 


* 


coming. Stomachs. The Rites of the * Bong 
Defy mere an odd fort. of Wange 
Vito whom chey were ſaargd as an 

fo of Gaddeſs;;; raiſed (as Au- 
Ar fay). to this celeſtial Denis by Fatt 
45 her Husband .in a yender Fjt,,; Hos having 
whip d: her to Death: with.Rogs, of N 


for haviag, x ht her a late Tiph 7. 
4 13 Prieſts; an . e 
le, give one Ages of. R 
craft, 70 ſucho 


Pranks, 2 — e 
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that Divmity. Nay, their Prieſts could alſo 
millead the Minds of cheſe ſo magnanimous 
People, into yet mort deteſtable Acts, and 
upon a ſadden Expedition of their Ens. 
mies, perſuaded them into offering up hu- 
man 'Sactifives, and that in the moſt 3 
manner, es. by burying the poor Wretches 
alive f. *'Tis à little extraordinary there- 
Here, to hear ſome of the Chriſtian, . 
Proceſtant Cl-gy, urgin ging that Refpect 

by the Romans to their Prieſts, as a fit a 
eedent fer our Behaviour towards them; 

Shen, as is ſhewn in the foregoing part of this 
Chapter; their whole Religion was a po- 
Utical-Forgery, invented to curb the Minds 
of. the People, and either to inflame or dif- 
vourage'thein, as they found occaſion; a plain 
Reafon, why Parriciatis or Noblemen affu- 
med he e 8 0 ba irs 

ſteries | te 

bon wh e Commons; and ye ſee 
they begita at laſt te be 10 well acqudliited 
with its being their Deſign, that 48 toon 
as their Irv fs ore them an Itigteſs 
to Offices, they intrtidetl them felves afſd into 
| the Priefthood, And to Hm up afl en this 
Head, I muſt remark to my Readers, that 
theſe riqiculous, lewd; ny birbarGts. Me- 
#bods of Worſhip pit dhe 2 Power, 
Having ſlirrd 1 vor the Philofop 


* Plutarch, in the Lifeof Pauluf Emilius.. + A Diſcourſe 
on the Inſtitution; ng T of the'Piieſthood. 


" 


to 
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to treat the yulgar Religion with contempt; 
yet it is very unfair to charge them with 
Atheiſm, ſince there is ſo wide a Di- 
ſtance, between Superſtition and Devotion, 
and the Notions of the more ordinary ſort 
of People have been, and in many Places ſtill 
are ſo groſs, both with regard to the Nature 
and Manner of their Adoration of that infi- 
nite Being, that it is far more probable a Man 
ſhould be diſguſted with them, from a ſub- 
lime Idea of the Almighty, than from a 
mean one: And in this I agree in my Senti- 
ments, with a very great and learned Wri- 
ter of the Church of N whoſe Works 
and whoſe Memory, do equal Honour to 
his Country, and his Order. 


069% ee 
He thus taken a View of t 


ry 


Prieſtcraft, in thoſe. two famous Go» 
vernments, from "whence the Palm of Em- 
pire was transferred to Europe; let us then, 
to compleat the Proſpect, turn our Eyes 
towards Aſia, and the Indies, and fee the 
Reverence Prieſts received there; and the 


„ e, Or, ace; 4 The ach men mike 
have been added, yet the View i however cr. - 
| | Ground 


(28) 


Ground on which ſuch Reverence was 
founded. Of all the Nations yet ſhrouded 
under the Dark Cloud of Paganiſm; China 
has leaſt of Incongraity or Ridiculòuſneſs in 
their Sentiments of Religion. The Follow-* 
ers of Confricius, have not only excellent 
moral Precepts, for the Direction of their 
Lives, but they attain alſo to elevated and 
ſublime Ideas of that almighty Power, in 


whom we live, and move, and have our 


Being. The Bonzes however, even here 
find amongſt the Great, Vulgar, and the 
Small, a numerous Train of Diſciples. 

Theſe Bonges, are Prieſts of the Idol Fo, 
and the main Article of their Doctrine is 
Tranſmigration; by a dextrous Manage- 
ment of which, they raiſe as much as the 
Popiſh/ Prieſts” do from Purgatory: For 


poſſeſſing the Minds of their Votaries, that 
they are able to tell them, into what Ani- 


mal their Soul ſhall at their Death paſs: 
they next perſuade them, that their Pray- 
ers are of ſuch Efficacy, as to procure A 
Change, in caſe the Creature, they pers 
ſuade them they are to animate, be diſ- 
pleaſing to them: And thefe Petitions to 
their Divinity, they are fure to vend at 
a conſiderable Rate. Nay, they go farther 
than this; for if their Prince, or Patron, 
bofe a beloved Miſtreſs, immediately they 


| * Le Compte, and others. : | 
* | pretend 
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pretend 18 inform him where her Soul ani- 
mates a beautiful Slave, who, tho' at never 
ſo great a Diſtance, the Prince inſtantly 
diſpatches ſomebody to purchaſe ; and the 
ſharp and diſcerning Bonze, meets both 
with Praiſe, and Reward. In Japan, their 
Prieſts, under the fame Name of Bonzes, 
inſtil into the People a Notion 6f the Ne- 
ceſſity of auricular Confeſſion ; and having 
a Temple ſituated on. a Rock, they chuſe 
the Edge or Deſcent of it, as the moſt | 
ptoper Place fot examining their Penitents ; 
if they in any degree doubt the Since» 


| 117 of their Confeſſion, down they go 


—. 580 in terrorem, to teach others the 
Art of Feaking out for the future. T hey | 
have a Cuſtom alſo every new Moon, 9 to 
bring a Virgin into the Temple, which is 
ſplendidly adorned , with Gold Lamps, the 
Lights of which, being ſuddenly put out, 
ſomething in human 8 Sake, comes in an 

embraces the Woman, who often goes away 


impregnated; but Whether by the Deity, or 


his Prieſt, I muſt leave to the Conje ture. 
of wy Readers. The Talapoins of Sam, 
are, in all appearance, the beſt Set of Pagan 


Priefts that are ill exiſting : Tis true, they 


are ſtrongly bent to Pride and Covetouſ- 
neſs, two Sins that are deadly Foes to the 
Clergy; J and which ſeem therefore in all 


s Such Rites are mentioned by Travellers i in other Nations 
as wel as in Japan. 
F Times, 


rant, they are immediately 
their Office, as Talapoins, f and, obliged to 


| PER 

Times, and in all Places, to have ſtuck 
cloſe to their Order; but as to meddling in 
matters of State, ſearching. Mens private 
Conſciences, or riding the People too hard, 
under pretence of Dyes, or of Alms, theſe are 
matters, which I don't find they are ever tax- 
ed with . They pretend however, to prodi- 
gious Sanity, and in virtue of that to 
great Immunities, which are conſtantly al- 
owed them by their Prince, tho' he keeps 


a ſtrict Eye over them, becauſe he con- 


cCeives a great part of his Subjects might be 
induced to take up the ſame Life ; conſider- 
ing the Lazineſs, in which, under pretence 
of minding only ſacred Things, they live. 
For this reaſon he takes care to have them 
critically examined, as to their Knowledge 
of the Baily Language; in which, all that 


relates to their Religion is written: And if 


on ſuch Examination, bo App found igno: 


get their Bread in ſome way or other, which 


they under ſtand better. But perhaps we | 


may meet with ſomething more venerable 


in the Bramins 0, who are indeed an 


but Philoſophers; and one great Pillar of 
_ their Reputation is, ſome o 


them burning 


2 It is one of their Rules not to beg daily at the fame Houſe, 
t Sometimes 1000 at once have been amid. - $Re- 


to by Parſon Betty, in his Sermon, - | | 
them- 
; 


EE nt SE a So 


diſmiſſed from 


«7 0” 
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chemſelves, before Alexander the Great, in 
order to fill a Place, whenever a Calendar 


| ſhall be drawn up, in favour of the Mar- 


= to Fanity. The Bramins, of modern 
te, ch to the People in an obſcure 


myſtical manner, macerate themſelves with 
grievous Penances, and pretend to wonder- 


L Trances, and Revelations *. I intended 
to have dropp d my Diſquiſitions into the Ori- 
ental Prieſtcraft here, but reflecting on the 
profound Reverence paid to their Holy 
Men amongſt the Twwks, I thought it 
might not be amiſs to take a ſhort Sketch 
of their Religion alſo: And that I may in 
a few Words explain it, give me leave to 
borrow ſome Lines from f Mr. Orborn upon 
this Subject. Their Prieſts, (ſays he) 
“like Juglers, carry the Coal of Zeal on- 
© ly in their Mouths, not being heated 
© themſelves with what they go about to 
« inflame others; ſuffering their Threats 
© and Promiſes to riſe no higher, nor fall 


no lower, than ſuits with the politick - 


* Reaches of their Prince. From whence 
this judicious Author, who both wrote 
as well as ſpoke, more like a Free-Thinker 
than any fince, ſeems to have proved 

the Truth of his preceding Maxim, viz. 


„That a falſe Religion doth contribute 


more to Safety than Atheiſm ; and that a 
* yid. Dr. Cogan's Letter concerning them in Philoſophical 
Tranl- actions. * + Oſborr's Work, $. 277. Ed. 1673. 


(43+) 


© Clergy is of excellent Concernment, 
* proyided they keep cloſe in their Doc- 
* trine,. to Reaſons of State, not to be 
* broyght about but through the Mediation 
* of their own Intereſt, by nothing ſo caſi- 
ly biaſſed, as good Livings, Go.. Such 
is truly the Principles, ſuch the means of 
acquiring, the Veneration of the many in 
theſe Countries, and therefore 'tis .betray- 
ing their own Intereſts, for opr-Cl--gy to 
preach up Doctrines which ſtand in need of 
ſuch Examples. Do they pretend to ſuch 
Gifts, as theſe Sun-burnt Parſons ? will 
they endure the Torments the Bonzes: put 
themſelves to, in order to excite Admi- 
ration? will they undergo, the almoſt in- 
credible Penances, of the Bramins to beget 
Wonder? Nay ſhould they do all this, 
they muſt ſuperadd the Mahometan Policy, a 
and found their high Pretenſions, on at leaſt th 
an additional Revelation; for what they 
produce from the Goſpel, affords but an in- 
different Title, even to the loweſt of their 
Claims. Mr. Bowman, in his late celebra- 
ted Sermon, has inſinuated that the pious 
Frauds, and bold Pretences of the Pagan 
Prieſthood, kept -up their Religion as, long 
as it exiſted; but when that Propoſition _ 
comes to be examined, I think it will prove 
the contrary ; ſince nothing could give ſo 
great an Advantage to any deſign of de- 
ſtroying it, as a Detection of their ht 
+ | N 
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dotal Impoſtures, which, whenever the State 
permitted to be freely examined, muſt of ne- 
ceſſity happen, and conſequently cure the 
Bulk of the People of their Superſtition; 

and doubtleſs this ſort of arguing was of 
great uſe to the Primitive Chriſtians in all 
their Diſputes againſt the Heathens, | 


CHAS VE 9; 
X ITHERTO we have dealt only with 


A feigned and ſophiſticated Revelations, 
let us now proceed to the Conſideration, 
how far Prieſtcraft is capable of damaging 
a true Religion; and of weakening, or as 
the Scripture phraſeth it, rendering of none 
Effect, Laws promulgated by the Almighty. 
The remaining part of the Letter, which I 
quoted in my firſt Chapter, will fully ex- 
plain this, though the prejudice conceived 
by its Author, againſt the modern Free- 
Thinkers, is equally great and unreaſonable. 
*'Txz Diſputes, which have, as you 
rightly obſerve, been kept up throughout 
* all: Ages, and in all Religions, between 
thoſe who are for exalting Prieſts, into 
"I lefler or inferiour kind of Deities, 
. andghoſe who would have them ey * 
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A ſuch as made the Church their chief Care, 


ian, or Foſephus ; or Dr. Lewis's Rep 


(34) 
< a Tribe of Spiritual Empiricks, and Ex- 
2 — 4 1 by no inſtance fo 
perfectly to be ined, as by compa- 
. 2 the Phariſees and Sadaucees a- 
* mongſt the Ferws *, who were (without 
< ſtraining the modern Acceptation of the 
* Words) the firſt Bigots, and - the latter 
© Deiſts; or, if you will, Free-Thinkers. 
But let me firſt premiſe to you, that 
God's Miſſion by Prophets was cloſed, 
before theſe Sets appeared, who making 
* uſe, as they termed it, of their Reaſon, 
© took up the following oppoſite Opinions. 
% The Pharife defended the 'Traditions 
Sof the Elders, giving them at leaſt an 
© equal Authority with the written Law, 
hey affected great Appearance of Sancti- 


peech, and Ap- 
pearance: And though there were Lay- 
men of that Perſuaſion, yet they were 


s or at leaſt took every Precaution to ſeem 
2 25 if they did. They were extremel 


. preciſe in the moſt trivial Points, waſh'd 
©. themſelves frequently, made long Pray- 


ers, and look d on their Sect, as if they 


„ Were a ſeparate and choſen People. In 


Da word, they held the Principles of the 


old Puritans, in reſpect of their private 


Character, and yet went as far as the old 


* For this Account the Learned ma —_— it with Cad 
ubnck of the Hebrews. 
«© Prelatiſts 


1 & 43. 
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ce Prelatiſts, with regard to Ceremonies in 
* the Church, as if in love with Superlatives, 
© and delighting only in Extreams. The 
« Sadducees again, whom our late (Free · 

thinking) Authors expreſs a great Eſteem 

* for, were of a pliant Religion, which did 

© not much bridle their Paſſions: They 

< profeſs'd a Belief of the Five Books of 
* Moſes only; they abſolutely rejected all 

Fradition; nay, even Conſequences drawn 

* from Scripture; and therefore becauſe the 

* ReſurreQion is not clearly taught in the 
* Pentateuch, they deny d it, with all its 
* .dependant Doctrines. Theſe Sects, or 
rather Hereſies, long diſtracted the Jewiſh 
Church, Sadducees, notwithſtanding their 
Opinions, ariving even at the high Prieſt- 
hood, which occaſioned continual Heart- 
©* burnings, and religious Differences, creating 
* then, as well as now, Parties in the Com- 
a monwealth, which never ceaſe contending, 


till one or both are brought to utter Ru- 


© in*, ” The cloſeſt Approaches to which 
could not ſtifle theſe inteſtine Struggles in 


the: Jewiſh State. Our Author has indegd 
ſhewn the Event of Prieſtly 'Eyratinyy but 
methinks his Draught of the Phariſee is a 
little too much ſoftned; give me leave there» 
fare to add, that their uſual way of paſſing 


through the Streets, was with: the Strut of 


A appears in the Siege of Fernſalew, | 


2 ; 


(36) 
a Spaniard, and the Pace of an Elephant, 
that the People might imagine them in a deep 
Contemplation; ſhutting their Eyes, that 
they might not ſee a Woman ; and now and 
then hitting themſelves againſt a Poſt, till 
the Blood guſhed ; with a ſtiff Cap on, to 
prevent turning their Heads when they made 
uſe of their Eyeſight, any way but ſtrait 
forwards. Were not theſe vaſt Signs of 
Piety and infallible Marks of true Religion ? 
and would not the Nick-Name of Karaim, 
(Biblers, or adhering only to Scriptures) given 
by way of Reproach to the Sadducees, be 
full as applicable from the Papiſts to the 
Followers of the Reformation, which is 
founded only on the ſacred Writings, and 
relies not on Tradition? 
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E are now come down to an Ara 
better known, and to times in which 
Opinions that more nearly concern us, were 
clearer ;' let us examine then the Progreſs of 
Prieſteraft, (1 mean the Craft of Prieſts to 
- aflume unreaſonable Authority to themſelves) 
ſince Men have been under the Diſpenſation 
of the Goſpel, When we dip into the 
- * Book 
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Books, which contain the Principles of thoſe 
numerous Congregations, who though they 
profeſs Faith in Chriſt, yet embrace Senti- 
ments very different from one another; we 
ſhall immediately obſerve, that Primitive 
Belief, and Primitive Practices are ſtill pre- 


tended, none caring to own their Doctrines 


new, but chuſing rather to profeſs them as, 
if revived. If then ſo great Deference is 
dne to thoſe early Ages of Chriſtianity, 
how. much more. to the earlieſt, when the 
Church was alone directed by an infallible, 
Guide, . whoſe Life was- without Sin, and 
his Precepts wirhout Error? Yet what Tract 
can_we perceive, what Foundation can we 
diſcover, by which the Roman Hierarchy © 
of Pope, Cardinals, Gc. ſhould ſeem the 
Succeffors of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles; or 
the Opinions, Ceremonies, and Priviledges 
of the Papiſts, bear even a reſemblance to- 
the Faith taught by Je5vs.3 Who, when, 
they read that our Savieur refuſed the Title 
of Good, ſaying, there is none good but One, 
can bring himſelf to believe, that the Stile 
of Holineſs, Vicar of God, nay, and even 
of God on Earth, can lawfully be given unto 
any Profeſſor of Chriſtianity. To expoſe, or 
but barely tomention all the Errorsof Popery, 
would require a much larger Scope than the 
whole of my Book; it is neceſlary therefore, 
AE 


(35) 
that I dwell on this particular, Point, ig. 
bh the Behaviour of the Clerg y gether. 
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as in the es Chapter I ſhall reg 
and that the ſame Cauſes (and probably 
no other) may be able to overturn. that 
ae by Law eſtabliſhed in theſe * 


Tux firſt Charge on this Prieſthood. is, 
that its Members have conſtantly affeckcd | 
Power, and Authority, things which their 
High Prieſt JESUS, in expreſs Terms diſ-. 
claimed : And for the Affectation of Which 
(together with Place and Preheminency) he 

10 the Phariſee with ſo much 2 
Nay, nothing appears more confpichie, 
oully, throughout the Goſpel, than a Deſite 
in-Chriſt, of rooting out the Seeds of Pride 
and Ambition, which from the Frailty of 
human Nature, he ſaw ſpringing up in the 
Breaſts of his Diſcip les. Does de not tell 
them, that his Kingdom (and conſequently 
their Endeavours) belong not to this World ? 
and have we not ſeen a Proteſtant Biſhop 
reviled, and ill treated, for affirming that 
he ſp oke Truth? Did he not inſtead of 
inſtalling Peter (as the Papiſts pretend) ab- 
ſolutely condemn all diſputing for Place 
n his Apoſtles? Did he not yield 

Obedience 


| 5. + » 5 
Obedience to the Civil Power, and even 
comply with the eſtabliſhed Ceremonies of 
the Jewiſh Religion ? How then came E- 
piſcopal Government into the Church 2 why 
certainly it was in compliance to the then 
Conſtitution of the State. Chriſt's Amity. 


was propagated throughout the Dominions 


of an extenſive Empire ; the primitive Chri- 
ſtians therefore, adopted, or-rather imitated 
the Civil Policy, and ſet up Directors of the 
Church with like Juriſdiction: But when 
that Empire became Chriſtian, the Biſhops 
were ever contending for new Additions-of 
Power, and higher Exaltations in Title ; 
till the Emperor Mauritius gave the ſu- 
pream Stile of Univerſal Biſhop, to the then 
Biſhop, * or (if you will) Patriarch of Cons. 


ſtantinople. He of Rome, like an honeſt 


Man, declared ſuch Pride Antichriſtian and. 
Abominable. Mauritius was murdered firſt, 
and then ſucceeded by Phocas, in every 
Senſe a Paracide: The Biſhop of Conſtan- 
tinople (who was probably a Chriſtian) de- 


| teſted the Fact; but the Succeſſor of the 


beforementioned Biſhop of Rome, abetted 
the Tyrant, and the Traitor ; and from him 
received that Title, which his Predeceſſor, 
had declared Antichriſtian, Now to ſee, 
into what goodly Hands this Power ha 
fallen, one need but turn to that Liſt of 


* The Title of Patriarch was invented and beſtowed on five 
Churches, and confirmed by a general Council, 
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Popes whom Bellarmiy confeſſes to haus 
one in a long Train to the Devil. What 
W what Wars, what Bloodſhed the 
Papal Uſurpations have coft Chriſtendom, 
may be ſeen from every Branch of Hiſtory 
that concerns. it. And that this Power ap- 
pears altogether unyarrantable, even to the 
Papiſts themſelves, is evident from the De- 
ſign of the French and Spaniſh Prelates in 
the Council of Trent; who endeavoured, 
by aſſerting the divine Right of Biſhops, to 
reſtrain it: But the Pope pouring in a ſuf- 
ficient Number of titular [taljans *, they 
(like the new made Lords) paid the Ac- 
knowledgment for their Dignities, by out- 
voting it. OD 3 
As to the Adminiſtration of Govern- 
ment, when in the Hands of the Cl. -gy, or 
even when they have but a Share in it, BRe- 
flection and Experience will ſoon give us a 
Taſte on't. Did not the Prieſts conſpire 
againſt our Saviour, did they not hire Juda: 
to betray him, did they not after yards in- 

ſpire the Mob with Cruelty, and through 
their Mouths bellow out Crucify ? Did not 
they load. themſelves with, the Weight of 
the Blood of God? And when Judas re- 
pented, and brought again the Money, com- 
plajning they. had ſeduced him into deli- 
vering Innocency to Slaughter, did they not 


| ii. Hiſtory of the Council of Trent. V. ac 
| ns reply, 
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reply, What is that to us? Have not Chri- 
tian Prieſts quarrelFd with, anathamiz d, 
and excommunicated not only one another, 
but their Soyereigns? Did not the Coun- 
cil of Conſtance, to indulge their Thirſt of 


Blood, murder John Huſs, tho the publick 
Faith had been pledged for his Security? 
Even at this Day, Are not the two Domi- 
nions of Rome and Malta, the moſt wicked, 
profligate, and abandon d parts of the Earth? 
And as to our own Iſland, doth not our 
Records ſhew, that it never fell into ſo de- 
plorable a State of Iniquity, as when the 
Popiſn Clergy had moſt Power here; as 
at the time of the Damp Invaſion, when 
they were in the Zenith of their Dominio 

they emp * themſelves in Broils and 

tn 


Battles, With one another, being contami- 
nated with all manner of Vices; and the 


Pg People, in the mean while, were left 
ſo very, ignorant, chat they could not ſo 
much as ſay the Lord's Prayer, or the Creed, 
in their. Mother Tongue f. — But tis time 
to throw a Veil over ſo ſhocking a Scene; 
and if it were poſſible to bury it in Oblivion. 
' Nexr to the love of Power, was the 
love of Money conſpicuous in the _Romaſp 
Clergy. Indeed this ſeems to be of à very 
early Growth, and like 2 Tare, which was 
ler fall in Seed time, The Apoſtles were fo 


* The Hiſtory of the Council of Conſtance. 
+ Antiq. Eccl. Britan. p. 22. T 2 may 


- cautious 


3 
cautious in this reſp 
an Order (Deacons) for the due Cate and 
Preſervation of what was beſtowed' on the 
Church, which, it is agreed on all Hands, 
was diftributed by the primitive Chriſtians, 
with equal Charity, and Exactneſs: But ſo 
earneſt were the Prieſts, in perſuading their 
Hearers towards giving, that the Church of 
Rome, A. D. 220. became fo yery rich, that 
the Emperor Decius, was tempted to endea- 
vour a Seizure ; and the ſame Views, ſays the 


judicious Father Pau/*, excited the ſucceed- 


ing Emperors, to perſecute the Chriſtians, 
even till the Death of the Emperor Commo- 
dus. As the Churches became rich, the Cler- 
gy became ſo much more at caſe ; ſo that ſome. . 
of them, not contented with a Subſiſtance i in 
common, began to affect living ſeparate; and 
to have each their Allowance paid them in 
Money. But Diſorders encreafing, the Bi- 
ſhops in a ſhort time, thought fit to ceaſe 


c, that they. inflitiited 


* 


3 uſual Diſtribution to the Poor; and be- 


poſſeſſed of the Giſts of the "Faithful, 
W them wholly to their own 'Uſe. 
Triumphing thus in the Spoils of the Church, | 
which by Uſury they endeavoured to im- 
prove, and in all their Actions ſhewed the 
utmoſt Repugnancy to the Doctrines of 


Chriſt : Which is obſerved by st. Cyprian, 


and interpreted by him to be the Cauſe * 


* Father Paul's Treatiſe of 2 2 | 
| the 


the 


| (1 43.) 
the Decian Perſecution *; As yet how- 


m 


deſirous to acquire, ſo, they were as teng - 
ciqus, in reſpect to whateven they poſſeſſeds 
and let the; Exigencies A State be eyer ſo 
ur ging, maintain d they were, exempt fem 
all, Contributions; though they Sulf ner 


be ignorant, that the Exemption theꝝj pre: 
tended, aroſe only from the. Revenucs being 
formerly - appropriated to nthe Poor; and 
conſequently. Levies upon them would have 

been unrealönable as, now that Cauſe 
was ceaſed, it became both fawful and rea- 
ſonable to re- aſſume them, Things being 
in this State, every underſtanding Perſon 
muſt perceive, how little Charity there Was 
in ſtill adding to the Riches of the Church, 


or much, more properly to the Riches of the 
+ Vid, Hiſtory of the Council of Trent, wolf aid of 4 
Clergy. 
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Clergy .: Philip de Cumines therefore, Saks 


2 ver . jule Obſervation on tlie 
4 Eomir M. t When he fays, He" Laos macs 
—— brit He hau better Bad 
ow leſs N for he © too from he” Pbor, h 
gior w n that Bud 10 need. Buf xls! 
ſueh Reafonings were nut Mel to prevail, 
whety thofe who directed Mens Conſtichtees, 
anch ſor whom Veneratibt is imp ofſed” upon 
us ſrom our Cradle; neglecting the 
Work of cheir Miniſtry, minded” nothing 


bur how to preach up the Neerſſity of be- 


ſtowing largely on their Order; which th 
found a Fhowfand Pretences to du. Aid 
firſk as #6 Tytkes about the time of CHar- 
J the C ſearee mentioned 3 

thin elle in their Sermons: And as Father 


Predidl! T Tyhes, ' Bert on Perſonal allo; 
as of Huiting, and the Soldiers Fay!" Ney, 
this! Canonifts- Have! gene s yet farther, and” 
_ affirmed that even the PDO dug: to give 
the Tena Penn) 6f their Begging ; and 
common Women the like 
famous Gain. T Here Tythes were affigned 
tothe Miniſters, im eomſiderat ion of the Ser- 
vices they performed;' in teaching the Word 
g the Saeraments: 
Vet becauſe ſore charifable Per ſbns, having 


out of meer ä at the Birials or 


+ la his Memoink: - 
N19) 


their 


ahne us, they" lieg her only: . 


part r their in- 
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their Relations, and on the 'Adminiſtratioit- 
) of Sacraments, the Cl--gy ſoon took occaſi- 
on to turn it into a Debt, and refuſed to 
> perform the Functions of their Prieſthood; 
without its being paid themf. Nor need we 
wonder at theſe, and Multitudes ot other 
ſuch Uke Inſtances, which might be produced | 
to the ſame purpoſe, if we conſider how far | 
the Cl--gy were encouraged by their Superi- 
' ors, in ſugh Exactions; and eſpecially by the 
Example of their Sovereign Infallible Lords 

the Popes, who not contented with thoſe 

prodigious Revenues, which Preſcription had 

at leaſt given the Colour of Right to, were 

yet continually encroaching upon the Office ; 

and eſpecially upon the Power of beſtowing 

Benefices to others. As no part of Europ 

ſuffered more deeply from theſe Exactions, 

it will not be amiſs to mention one Inſtance 

from our own Hiſtory, which will give us 

a_juſt Idea of the righreons Infallibility of 

the Roman Pontifffffs. 

In the Year 1253, Pope [Innocent IV. 
commanded Robert Biſhop of Lincoln, a ; 
Man eminent for Purity of Life, and the 
regular Diſcharge of his Function, to confer 
a Benefice on a Cenogſe (one of his Holi- 
neſs's Countrymen) contrary to:the-Canons. 

The Biſhop- wrote him a moſt reſpectful 
Anſwer to theſe Letters, repreſenting- in 


1 About the Year 4. D. 800 theſe Diſpates begin, 
| MM the 


Tt 
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the ſtrongeſt, yet mildeſt Terms, how un- 
juſt and unreaſonable a Demand it was, and 
why he would not comply with it. The 
Pope, at the Receipt of this Anſwer, flew 
in a violent Paſſion; he. called the Biſhop, 
an old doting preſumptuous Tool, and ſwore 
by St. Peter and Paul, he had a mind to 
puniſh him ſo ſeverely, that all the World 
might take. warning by him. Cardinal 
Agidins, a Spaniard, repreſenting to him 
how dangerous the Attempt might be, of 
ſuch a Procedure, againſt a Prelate of ſo 
great and juſt a Reputation, the Pope pau- 
ſed a little, and began to think of a ſilent 
Revenge, when in the Interim the Biſhop 
died, retaining his Opinions to the laſt. The 

Pope, on the News of his Deccaſe, ordered 
a Proceſs againſt him, to take him out of 
his Grave; and ſent it to the King to exe- 
cute it. But the Night following, the Bi- 
| ſhop appeared to the Pope, drefled in his 
Pontifical Robes, and reproaching him for 
perſecuting his Memory, ſtruck him with 
bis Croſs on his Side, which awakened the 
Pope, with an exceſſive Pain, that conti- 
nued upon him till his Death, (which hap- 
pend not long after) never ſuffering him to 
enjoy Quiet, either Night or Day *, 
THis is the fame Pope, who, on his 


Death Bed, obſerving his Relations and 


® Matth. Paris, in the Life of Henry III. ; 
| Friends 
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Friends weeping and lamenting, ſaid, * J/hy 
complain yõe Do TI not leave gon all 
Rich ? What would ye defire more ? Be 
hold the Value of Wealth in the Eye ef 
an Infallible Pontiff ! | 

Tus laſt Charge I ſhall mention here, 
againſt the Nomiſh Prieſthood, is, That for 
the ſake of Power and Wealth, they have 
made uſe of pious [Frauds, and. adulterated 
that Goſpel / they would be thought to 
preach. To prove this, would be to tran- 
ſcribe the whole Doctrines and Practices of 
Popery : What uſes have they not made ot) 
what is called, he Power of the Keys, in 
order to acquire Power t6:themſclves, and 
triumph over the Civil Magiſtrate! What 
immenſe Sums bas their Fable of Purgatory 
and the Pretence of Maſſes brought them 
in! and what exceſſive Gains did they ac- 
quire by Cruſadoes and Inaulgencies; till 
the Cheat became ſo groſs,” that Luther by 
detecting it ſhook the Baſis of their Political 
Foundation, and by unraveling the Clue of 
Papal Iniquity, made way for reviving a 
Worſhip conſiſting only in Spirit and in 
Truth, and therefore properly enough called 
the REFORMATION! | 1 


2 Quid p'angitis miſeri? Nonne vos omnes divites relinquo? 
Quid arplius exigitis? Matthem Paris. ; | 


/ 
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CHAP. VIII. 
TIEING arrived thus low, one would 


have thought the Progreſs of Prieſt- 


craft had well nigh reached its End; but 
the faireſt Hopes have ſometimes been diſ- 


appointed: However, in the remaining Part 


of my Work, > ſhall ſtray as little from 
Home as poſſible, and with the utmoſt Im- 
partiality trace the laſt ' Footſteps of my 
| Subject. nl | , 

Tis | 
Cranmer, we owe the firſt Countenance, 
and conſequently the Eſtabliſhment, of what 
is called the Proteſtant Faith in England; 
for tis morally certain, but for him, Henry 
the VIIIch would have been fo far from 


= 
: 


ſhewing any favour to the Reformed, that 


he would have proceeded . agamft them 


with the utmoſt Severity, agreeable both 
to the Vehemence of his Temper, and the 
Principles he had imbibed. The Conſtan- 
cy of that Prelate's Friendſhip for the Lord 
Cromwell, when in the worlt Circumſtan- 
ces“; the hand he had in aſſerting the 
Re Memorial of ABp. Cranmer, Book 2. Chap. 1. P. 141. 


| King's 


queſtionleſs, that to a Prieft, ci. 
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King's Supremacy, in the Days of Edward 
the VIth; and the manner of his Death; 


may doubtleſs entitle him to the Character 
of a Prieſt without Craft. 

Tux Behaviour of the Cl--gy, under the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth, was very tole- 
rable; and if their Zeal againſt Puritans 
ran too high, tis certain they met with 
great Provocation. I am conſcious ſome of 
our weak Brethren (I mean Free-Thinkers) 
will be diſpleaſed with this Conceſſion, 
from an erroneous Opinion, that the Puri 
taus maintained a Cauſe, nearly reſembling 
their own; abſolutely oppoſite to Prieſtcraft, 
and every w ay » — to Reaſon. 
But what pity tis they are miſtaken! Alas! 
the Puritans, and Kirk of. Scotland, both 
aſſert a Divine Right in their Spiritual AF- 
fairs, in ſtronger Terms than the Biſhops 
by half; and fo prevalent is this Holy 
Craft among them, that to this Day they 
defend the Inde . of the Kirk, upon 
the State, and "ia often been inflamed'to 
Rebellion, in favour of King Fut. Nay 
ſo lofty were they grown - the time df 
King James the Iſt, that before he left 
Scotland, they were much more Maſters-of 
his Kingdom than he; of which becauſe it 
ſo ſtrongly beſpeaks their Spirit of Prieſt- 


craft, I cannot forbear mentioning one In- 
ſtance. 


Ir- 
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Ix ſeems they had bellowed ſo loud from 
their Pulpits againſt the * French Embaſ- 
ſadors, that their Excellencies thought. it 
prudent to retire. The King deſired the 
Magiſtrates of Edinburgh to feaſt them be- 
fore they returned, owning at the ſame time 
that himſclf durſt not do it: The Ma- 
giſtrates dutifully complied with the King's 
Requeſt, and appointed the Monday follow- 
ing for their Entertainment. The Miniſtry 
hereupon to ſhew their meek Spirit, pro- 
claimed a Faſt ; and becauſe the Magiſtrates 
and Nobility in obedience to their Sovereign, 
that Day attended the Embaſſadors, they 

rſued them with the Cenſures of the 
Feet, and were hardly prevailed upon to 
refrain from thundering out the laſt, and 
fevereſt' Sentence of Excommunication. N 
Behaviour, as little to be juſtified, from the 
Language 'of the Goſpel, or the Practice of 
the Apoſtles, as the — Bulls and +a 
chriſtian” Cenfures of the Roman Pope! 
"Proieſtcraft in the beginning of the Sen 
teenth Century, raiſed its Head again; for 
tho many of the Biſhops in King James 8 
Reign, and ſome even in that of his Son, 
retained humble and moderate Opinions; yet 
the Pedantry of the firſt, and the pertina- 
cious Byaſs of the latter, towards apgrar» 


* B. Brumhall- Fair Warning, p. 27. 


dizing 
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dizing the Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy, -. gave 
great Opportunities to Men of reſtleſs and 
aſpiring Spirits, for endeavouring at a re- 
ſumption of thoſe Powers, which the Re- 
formation made by the State in England, 
had wiſely cut off from the Church. Such 
undoubtedly was the End propoſed in the 
Vehemency of Laud's Proceedings againſt 
all who gainſay'd him, the Zeal of the 
Dignified Clergy for reviving Ceremonies, 
the Intemperance and Indiſcretion of * Biſhop 
Wren ; as for inſtance, in churching a Man 
who had eſcaped toſſing by a Cow, was 
directed with the ſame view of building up 
again the Walls of this ſpiritual Ferico : 
which, conſidering the Unnaturalneſs of the 
Attempt, upon Proteſtant Principles, and 
the general Averſion of the Times, human 
Prudence might eaſily have foreſeen the E- 
vent. Yet the Confuſions, which imme- 
diately followed, and that Ruin which the 
Cl--gy brought upon themſelves, gave ſtron- 
ger Inſtances of the Danger of Prieſtcraft, 
than any that have happen'd before or ſince 
in this Iſland. The Effect that a pretence 
to Sanctity and Revelation, attended with a 
voluble Tongue, and inſinuating Cant, has 
upon vulgar Minds and ſhallow Underſtand- 
ings, became now a Maxim commonly un- 


* See the Articles exhibited againſt him by the Houſe of 
Commons, - 


derſtood, 


R 
derſtood, and as commonly practiſed: under 
Colour of Religion, a general Enthuſiaſm 
prevailed, not only deſtructive of the Form 
and outward Appearance of a Church, but 
of * Morality alſo; and in fine, the Bulk of 
the Nation might very fitly be divided into 


two Parties, thoſe who deluded under a 


Mask of Picty, and thoſe who were led a- 
way by their Deluſions. I know I ſpeak in 


a new Language, but tis the Language of 


a Free-T hinker, who if he diſlikes the Ty- 
ranny of Prieſts in Lan Sl--ves, abhors 


much more the ſame Subjection to a Soul- 


faving Butcher, who would be ſure to 
preach unintelligible Doctrine, and treat in 


a ſeverer manner (when in his Power) who- 
ever ſhould preſume to differ from him, 


under a Pretence of Thinking freely. 
Tu E Bulk of the Superior Cl--gy, du- 
ring the long Reign of Charles II. were Men 


whom all ſides currfeſſcd, to have had great 


Parts and Learning; however Prieſteraſt 


was not extinguiſhed, the Government had 


Reaſons for favouring the Power of Church- 
Men, and they in their turns preached up 
Fo unlimited an Obedience to the State, that 
the People apprehended them under a ſort 


of Compact, to have ſhared the Civil Rights 


* Vid. Ga , in two Parts, 4to. Written by Thomas 
Edwarks Miniſter of the Gofpel ; and Printed A. D. 1646. 


me 06 


c ao yaMMdeit 


( 53) 

of the Subject between them. + However, 
in the next Reign, the Prieſthood behaved 
in a manner ſo agreeable to the Chriſtian 
Scheme, ſo becoming Proteſtant Preachers, 
and fo conſonant to the Principles of Free- 
Thinkers; that it would be Partiality in 
the higheſt Degree, to charge thoſe with 
Prieſtcraft,, who ventured all, and ſuffered 
much, for the fake of Liberty, and the 
Conſtitution. As to thoſe Prelates, &c. 
who thought it inconſiſtent with their Con- 
| ſciences, to comply with the Form of Go- 

veriment, ſettled after the Revolution, tho 

T cannot agree they thought right, yet T 

ſee not how it can be denied, but that they 
thought Freely ; eſpecially when we con- 
ſider, how many Thouſands per Annum 
their Free-Thinking coſt them. For the 
Prieſtcraft of King William's B=-ps, and 
Cl—gy I can ſay little; but it ſeems to have 
flouriſhed inarily, under the Auſpice 
of his Succeſſor, our late gracious Sovereign 
Lady Queen Ax NE: We all know how 
much Noiſe the Church made in her Days, 
and what an Outcry there was of its Dan- 
ger; What voluminous Pieces were daily 
uſher'd into the World with pompous Titles, 
in favour of what was called the Jus Di- 
einum of their Sacred Orders. But thoſe At- 


Tssce the Hiſtory of the Deſertion, 4to. By a Perſon ef 
| Quility. Printed 1689. of 
2 1 tempts 
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tempts, which occaſioned. great Tumults, and 
fuel the Quiet gan a 955 es 

dminiſtration, v y prov rtive: 
Which whether 1 ig not redound more to 
the Service of the Clergy, chan to the State, 
is not eaſy to be . For whey- 

ever, thro: the Bigottry, Indolenee, or Poli 
of any ſucceeding Prince, the Cl-wgy 


arrive at ſuch a Stretch of Power and Au- 


. thority (as many who know not the true 
eres of their Order, ſeem to with) ; I, 
no ga will venture. to for 
95 25 deſerve, fo it will draw on a 

Second Refermation;” ; Which probably may 


n they can poſſibiy be ſaid t 


My Difcourſe tending now to 2 Cloſe, 


dermit me, my Brethren ! Ve who are Free- 


both on what has 


make ſome Reflections 
been 


and alſo on Religion, a thing 


which ſane im Wes * great Unea- 
We, becauſe 75 Ee ve ſo vehemently 


oppoſe it. In Foes Das: indeed, it would 
have been dangerous to have engaged either 
in ſo bald, or ſo open and vigarous an Op- 


- % Whoover' has any Curioſity to ſee the Quintiſſence of m 
ach like Pieces, may find them in — Tryal; * 


12 rightly cancciyivg, Injidels were falſe Brethren to the 
112 great 
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leave them in a much worſe State, 13 at 


binikers ! = Ye who Thiuk Freely! to 


WW end — band + ok, bot eis. 


Poſition: * Hobbs was forced to. write with 
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gre aut "and Obleurity dne; 
ſemall Pract of Political 1 5 
beert ffired' to ſo wack Advantage, 185 5 


er ook of the C iftian Church, and ſome. 
Books I Told reg retired. wo 


bf tue Writings 
ry erhs Maths babe Rat Fortune of Aber 
Autflor, aid Wee dame with the fame 
Cnet to to Oblivioy, as he was to Execu. 
tion. 

Por thanks to tlle ente rprizitlg Gant | 
of the" preſent Age, we 0; ſeen Religion 
tes from all Quarters without 1 


* * 


* 1 7 


guiſe; its Myſteries expoſed by the deeply 
| eardeg II bs d, its 3 aa to 


ined in the 0 pinion! of a mad E ͤand a 
ſtüpid ., 6 that exquiſite erfortative; 
the” b eee Mig; thro which che 


Road" being opened? and: the Out- works 
ſtonffed, its Töun gebn Was next batter d, 


by the celebrated Grounds and Reaſons, &c. 
and*as4 "Cott M Fclar, the Perſon and Mira- 
cles of its Divine: AutHor vilify'd and buts 
900 & in Mr. tons never to be for- 
tte Difcourfes;. 
an grrat Succeſs theſe: vaſt Deſigns 
Have met "with. we” may conjecture: front 
tie Number and Quality of our Converts, 
made up of fir nee Phyfaciats and 
Eatoyers, the lower Tribe of the rakiſh 
Sold 2 the ww OP" of ah, 5 


Fops, 
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656) 
Fops, a numerous Corps of thoſe, who find. 
Believing no Religion the beſt Opiate for the 
$tings of Conſcience ; a competent Number 
of Smatterers, who liſt themſelves purely. 
for the Vanity of paſſing for Shrewd 'Think- 
ers, Country Squires without Senſe, Pori 
Pedants without Judgment, and here and, 
there a Diſqfefied Parſon, without (or with 
too ſmall) Preferment : and all theſe againſt. 
the utmoſt Efforts of the oppoſite Party, 
brought over by mere Dint of Reaſon, and 
Force of Argument : For it muſt be acknow- 
ledged (for our own Honour as well as the 
fake of Truth) that the Cl—gy have made 
a ſtrenuous Reſiſtance ; for not to name 
thoſe, who may be ſuppoſed to have had 
Reputation and Benefices in view, ſome of 
ourPre—tes have rouſed in Defence of Points, 
in which they have been grounded by Er- 
rors in Education, and ſhewn they were 
Chr—ans, when we took them but for B—ps: 
Nay the B—p. of Lon— u outdid his Bre- 
thren, and three Things called P-—gl 
L—— rs, each an humble Pamphlet, at ſo 
ſmall a Price as Twelve Pence, has done us 
more Damage, and reclaimed more of our 
Proſelites, than all the numerous Train of 
Demonſtrations, Apologies or Juſtifications, 
that ever yet were Printed. However, 
ſince the D-w—y Sermon, I have gained 
freſh Hopes; and haying ſtrengthen d all 
| 2 our 


N 

our former Arguments with this learned 
Diſquiſition of Prieftcraft, I began in my, 
Thoughts to anticipate a certain Victory: 
Upon which it next occurred to me, that 
ſuppoſing Things ſhould fall out as we, 
would have them, and that Natura (which 
ſeems to be the View of our Ingenious, 
Brother the Auth- r of the Fable of the Bees) 
as well as Revealed Religion, ſhould be ex- 
ploded ; what ſhall we ſet up in their Room ? 
for tho moſt Religions have produced Prieſt- 
craft, yet I never in my Reading, could 
hear of any Nation, that could ſupport it- 
ſelf without a Prieftbood. And upon farther 
Reflection, I perceiyed that the Laws of the 
Land could only keep Folks honeſt as to 
their Hands, but that Men might ſtill be 
Rogues in their Hearts, in ſpite of them, 
tho they ſhould be contrived by a P—— y, 
and executed by a Ra id. 

Wer, not to keep you in Suſpence, after 
mature Deliberation, I came to this Con- 
cluſfion : That to preſerve our Underſtand- 
ings from being impoſed on by Ridiculous 
and abſurd Notions, under Pretence of Reve- 
lation ; our Properties, from being invaded 
thro' Mens want of Conſcience, and our 
Minds from being diſturbed, every time we 
think of Death, from our having nothing 
to hope in, or to truſt to: The Proteſtant 
Religion, as by Law eſtabliſned in this 

| | Kingdom, 


(58) 
Kingdom, with its Hierarchy rightly un- 
derſtood, and free from N ought 
to be received, as conſonant to Reafori, and 
able to Fres- Thinking: But te PU 
of this, as it will require a larger Space and 
different Language, I muſt, in the Words 
of the Country Parſon, reer to another 
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CONFESSION 
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| G4: the Vicar of D-wb-ry, Friends | pray Sia near, 
I have ſomething to you will ſmile when you 
In form you muſthnow, 1 2 Pic was or dain d, (hear. 
But that Matter ſhall now be more fully ex plain d; 
When the Biſhop approach d, and his Hank on me laid, 
(By whoſe Fin gers I thought "ſpecial Gifts mers convey d) 
O how I rejoic d, for I then apprehended, 2 
That fled, aud Morals were mended;  -— 4 
But alas ! by Experience I now underſtand, A 
*Twas a plain Impoſition, and meer Slight of hand; 
For, to ſpeak my mind freely, I've not one jot more 
Of Grace, or of Latin and Greek than before, 
Why then in the Church go : the make ſuch ado 
About Biſhops, as if they're eſſential thereto ? 
A Biſhop 3 is he uby ſtay let me ſee, 
He's what I'm perſuaded 1 ater Gal be. 
Then finee Fm not likely to have ſuch a Call, "F 5M 
* wa Neceſſity a en at all, 2 a j 


1. fone Miſſon, I readih own; 8 
that. thank were Biſhops at. fit "is well nun; | 
ee Ieanfhtw in ner moſt clever, E 
3 thar Qrder war we to continue for ever. » 
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6 With the ENTS aj Fo! aber „ 
5 2 cba that ( as ome fooliſhly prate q 
1 4 | xt in Chrs { Church which may endanger the Stare? 
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, good People, I raw, . 
— therefore tis ſo; 12 
in which Truth raStake Pa bend 
then ſay B-w--n dy'd | 
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